Carma Hurst Ferguson
May 26, 1925 - February 10, 2017

With loved ones by her side, Carma Ferguson entered eternal life on Friday 10
February 2017.
Carma Hurst Ferguson was born 26 May 1925 in Burley, Idaho. She was the youngest
of eight children born to Creighton B Hurst and Mary Elizabeth Mitchell. Carma spent the
first fifteen years of her life in Burley. The family then relocated to Vallejo, California, where
her father and brother worked in the naval shipyards during WWII. After graduating from
high school, she worked as a model for a furrier in Hollywood, California. She
later attended The University of California at Berkeley, and volunteered at Mare Island
Naval Hospital, providing comfort to wounded WWII veterans.
It was there that she met the love of her life, Clarence “Fergie” Ferguson. After marriage,
they moved to Hollywood, California, where Fergie attended UCLA. In 1947, they were
blessed with the first of five children. They spent the next 20 years in the greater San
Francisco-Oakland Bay Area, where their other four children were born.
In the late 1960s Fergie’s work with the U.S. government took the family to Asia and
South America, where Carma continued to raise her children and also taught American
culture classes to university students. Upon returning to the United States in 1970, the
Fergusons settled back in Moraga, California, where Carma continued using her
extraordinary talents as a homemaking “rock star” and dedicated wife and mother. She
also served the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in various capacities, including
Relief Society president, Young Women’s president, and eight years as an early morning
seminary teacher. In later years, she also found joy in serving in the temple and in doing
family history work. In 2000, two years after the passing of her husband, Carma pulled up
her California roots and relocated to Alpine, Utah, where she lived out the remainder of
her days.
Carma gave unconditional love to her family and others who entered her orbit. She is
survived by her older brother Wendell Hurst, her daughter Adria Evans, and four sons

David Ferguson (wife Suzi), Dana Ferguson (wife Elaine), Daniel Ferguson, and Darik
Ferguson (wife Melani), as well as 16 grandchildren and 41 great grandchildren.
Carma’s legacy lives on as our hearts reminisce, inspiring us to follow her example
and teachings. Among them: Be playful with your children. Don’t judge, just embrace. Be
prepared to listen intently (even when it’s 3:00 am). Never stop searching the scriptures.
Teach your children to be kind (even if it means chasing your son with a
squished pollywog). Girlish laughs are contagious. Be elegant, classy, regal,
and unpretentious. Use endearing, funny colloquialisms, like "Well, I’ll be darned." Be a
rock star at domesticity. Love temple work. Offer humble wisdom. Dance. Laugh at
yourself. Maintain a speed dial to heaven in order to fulfill family prayer requests. Have
the spirit of an optimist. Be a “happy camper.” Advise couples to talk to Christ often.
Display pictures of family. Greet everyone with magnetic excitement; look into their eyes
and draw them close. Take good care of your fingernails. Soothe others with your
singing. Be a fantastic hostess. Have an explorer spirit, whether traveling or learning.
Find elegance in everyday life. Cook with love, whether oven pancakes, crab rice pilaf, or
oatmeal-raisin cookies (while looking gorgeous and wearing heels). Make Halloween
costumes, Christmas stockings, and wonderful birthday parties for your children. Be
willing to fast and pray for anyone in dire need of help. Always be helpful. Be a safe port
for your children. Be proud of your family. Maintain your femininity, even if your house is
full of boys. Have an inquiring mind. Maintain a joyful sense of humor. Be strong and
sensitive. Be fearless, whether under martial law in Bogotá, during a typhoon in Taiwan, or
walking the streets late at night in Manhattan at 75 years old. Know how to put people at
ease, even in a hospital. Be a problem solver, not a problem maker. Appreciate the
beauty around you. Be a modern-day pioneer with great faith and a strong testimony. Go
to the temple (a lot) for anyone in need of help. Have courage, adaptability, and pluck,
especially if you need to take yourself, five kids, and one dog 6,000 miles away to live in a
foreign country. Listen to musicals. Tell everyone “you’re my favorite.” Have a big heart
and make room for everyone in it. Applaud often. Use the temple prayer roll (a lot). Find
passion in teaching early morning seminary, both in sharing the scriptures and your love
for youth. Have a spirit of enthusiasm. Smile and brighten anyone’s day. Praise others and
delight in their presence.
Now she delights in the presence of her Heavenly Father, dances with her beloved Fergie,
and celebrates in the welcoming arms of her 'mother' and 'daddy', her siblings,
her beloved grandson, and other loved ones who are welcoming her home. May we who
still journey find inspiration in her life and her spirit with us.
Funeral Services will be held Saturday, February 18, 2017 at 11:00 am at the Alpine 3rd

Ward Chapel, 285 North Matterhorn Drive, Alpine, Utah, where a Viewing will be held prior
to services from 9:30 to 10:30 am. Interment in Alpine City Cemetery, 400 North Grove
Drive, Alpine, Utah.
Funeral Directors: Utah Valley Mortuary.
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Comments

“

Carma was/is such a beautiful and loving woman. I enjoyed working with her in the
RS Presidency and she taught me so much by her example and love. Her knowledge
of the gospel was solid! She will be missed greatly, but so excited to have her be with
her loving husband once again. She loved him so.
Laurie Garff

Laurie Garff - February 17, 2017 at 09:51 PM

“

Hello my friends from SO long ago! In seeing your mother's picture, I do remember
her and her vivaciousness. I'm sure I didn't fully realize, "back then" in my teenage
years, what a great lady she was. I do recognize her pretty face and smile and I can
almost hear her voice, as well. So wonderful that she lived such a full and faithful life!
I send my condolences to all of you and would say "Hi!" to Dana, who was my age. I
won't be able to attend the funeral, but do appreciate the notice I received through
my cousins Wesley and Ron Hilton. My love to all of you at this tender time!
Sincerely, Karen Hilton Staker,

Karen Hilton Staker - February 16, 2017 at 09:38 PM

“

For many of us in the Orinda (CA) Ward, Sister Ferguson was the greatest early
morning Seminary teacher we ever knew. Though I took some twists along the way,
much of the gospel truths of Jesus Christ that found place in my soul came from
Sister Ferguson. For that, I am eternally grateful. And nothing made us laugh more
than when our little crew, taking a cue from John Lennon, would say time and time
again, sometimes in her presence, "Instant Carma's Gonna Get You." Sister
Ferguson, thank you, and long may you run.
Don Stirling

Don Stirling - February 15, 2017 at 11:29 PM

“

Carma was my teacher when I was a teenager at church. I always thought she was
one of the most beautiful women and so kind.
--Teri Hilton Boggess

Teri Hilton Boggess - February 15, 2017 at 08:18 PM

“

Aunt Carma was such a beautiful, authentic, loving soul. She was always so
attentive, kind and gentle with me when I was a child. At family gatherings, I loved to
sit near her and she always made me feel special. I always admired her so much.
Although we saw each other rarely, whenever I had a chance to see her and visit,
she just filled my heart with her goodness and graciousness. If only we all could be
so classy, present and down-to-earth!

Tara - February 15, 2017 at 07:13 PM

“

I was blessed with the most ideal, perfect mother one could ask for. Thank you,
mom.
Darik

Darik Ferguson - February 15, 2017 at 03:34 PM

“

41 files added to the album Carma Hurst Ferguson

Daniel Ferguson - February 14, 2017 at 06:56 AM

“

Carma Ferguson was our spiritual anchor in the early hour of Seminary. She always
showed up awake, large and present. She was my first memory of adult testimony in an
accessible way and through the New Testament. There was nothing, it seemed, that could
offend her nor did we want to. She graced us with her love and interest. We called her
affectionately, Instant Carma. Over the years, her warm embrace still continues.
Randy Blosil - March 16, 2017 at 06:03 PM

