Joan Laverne Mecham
August 15, 1944 - September 28, 2021

It is with broken hearts that we announce the sudden passing of our beloved sister, aunt,
teacher, and friend, Joan Laverne Mecham, age 77, due to chronic health issues. Joan
was born August 15, 1944 in Dalhart, Texas, five minutes before her twin sister. She was
the second of eight children to her parents, Robert Bernard and Ruth Whitener Mecham.
She grew up in the Edgemont area of Provo, Utah, where she enjoyed a wonderful home
life with goodly parents, two brothers and five sisters in a big red brick home with a large
yard and garden. She learned early the value of hard work and the importance of a good
education. Even after being involved in a bicycle accident, resulting in cuts and scrapes
and a fat lip, she was expected to attend school the next day!
Her growing-up years were filled with many fond memories of snowy winters and sleigh
rides, fun-filled summers playing catcher on the Edgemont 2nd Ward girls’ softball team;
family vacations and road trips to visit grandparents and cousins; sleeping out under the
stars and eating chocolate.
She attended schools in Provo and Orem, graduating from Orem High School in 1962.
From there she attended BYU, graduating in 1967 with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary
Education, and later on receiving her Master’s degree at the University of Utah. During her
teaching career of 37 years, Joan became a beloved teacher to hundreds of second and
third grade students in Monterey, California; Pocatello and Blackfoot, Idaho; and the
majority of her career in Riverton, Utah.
Learning to play the piano early in life brought her much enjoyment, and provided
opportunities to serve in many settings. She was often called upon to play for family singa-longs, or join with a sister in playing duets, or accompany soloists, groups, or choirs—at
home, school, and church. She enjoyed her church callings as organist and pianist. For
several years she taught piano lessons to neighbors, and several nieces and nephews.
They loved their “Aunt Joanie.”

Joan loved to travel, and enjoyed frequent opportunities with friends or family to visit many
places around the world, including Europe, Hawaii, South America, Scotland, China (her
favorite), and all over the United States. An avid reader, she loved studying history and
different cultures, health books, biographies of celebrities, church publications, etc., of
which she built a large library over the years.
Joan was a stalwart member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints her entire
life, serving faithfully in various music and teaching callings. After retiring from teaching,
she served as a missionary at the Orem Digital Processing Center. She enjoyed attending
the temple, when her health would allow, and always made sure she was worthy to carry a
current temple recommend. She honored her temple covenants, and had a strong
testimony of our Savior, the Plan of Salvation, and the promised blessings for those who
are faithful. She was very generous in helping others with her time and resources,
including donating to charities, and to her church.
We express our appreciation to the wonderful staff at Courtyard at Jamestown for their
tender loving care to Joan for more than two and one-half years.
Joan was preceded in death by her parents, grandparents, and her older brother, Bob
Mecham. She is survived by Connie Mecham (Bob, deceased) North Logan, Utah; Mary
(Verl) Gustaveson, Orem, Utah; David (Tisha) Mecham, Sandy, Utah; Margaret (Darrell)
Richardson, Alvin, Texas; Beth (Eric) Fast, Sierra Vista, Arizona; Lois (Bryll) Schultz, Idaho
Falls, Idaho; Gayle (Rob) Gardner, Provo, Utah; plus numerous nieces and nephews.
Funeral Services will be held Tuesday, October 5th, at 11:00 am, at The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1051 East 200 North, Orem, Utah, where a Viewing will be
held prior to services from 9:30 to 10:30 am. Interment in East Lawn Memorial Hills
Cemetery. Click here to view services on Tuesday https://my.gather.app/remember/joan-m
echam
Funeral Directors: Utah Valley Mortuary.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Utah Valley Mortuary - October 04 at 11:25 AM

“

During my growing up in Edgemont, Utah, I had no better friends than the Mechams.
I literally haunted the Mecham home in the summers. There was no place like the
Mecham basement (while the family was building their new home) to go rollerskating
and no place like the trailer on the west side of the Mecham's home to hang out.
Ruth was always so gracious and Joan and Mary were my dearest friends. When the
Edgement 2nd Ward was divided and the Edgemont Elementry School was built we
were separated until Lincoln Junior High. The twins went to BY High for our junior
year. I was part of the carpool to and from school. They went back to Orem High, but
I graduated from BY High. Joan and Mary were the best infuence I could have asked
for. Thanks for the memories! Joan Nicholes Howell

Joan Howell - October 06 at 03:23 PM

“

My first vivid memory of Aunt Joan was seeing her drive a sweet blue Mustang. I
remember thinking she must be pretty cool to own such an automobile . That was
in my early teens. Later in life I grew to appreciate Aunt Joan for the way she
handled things around the house in Provo when Grandma passed away and
Grandpa was in declining health. She seemed to be the 'go-to' person for the
business and family affairs during that time period, She was able to maintain a
cheerful attitude despite the various challenges and difficulties. Aunt Joan will be
missed and remembered fondly by so many. I'm grateful to have had her as an aunt.
Love, Dave Mecham

David Mecham - October 04 at 11:07 PM

“

We sure loved growing up next door to the Mecham family! Joan babysat our brother
Matt for a while when our mother taught school. She drove him around in a Cadillac
and we got him a toy car that he called “Joan’s car”. What sweet memories I have of
her smile and kindness. God be with you ‘til we meet again Joan!

LaDan Tjaden - October 04 at 03:05 PM

